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Who have been the Perſecutors,. and who hs e been the 


Sufferers from the beginning. | 
| ALIO, | 


The Stock and Lids from. hence the Petſecuicr hack 
- had his riſe and deſcent, and of what fipck they 
: are that cumber Gods. Earth. Fi 


Hriſtians ſhould loracas another; ; that } is hit 


= 4 nb known tobe his Diſciples. Secondly; 
$4 wok Id love their very Enemiess'and by 
this rhey differ from the Jews und RS 
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— of Chriſt, and'is-a mark by which 
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the Qath to them; therefore ic will try and manifeſt what ſpi- 
rit-men arc of, and theewhich ts in peoplewil be mado-mani=" 


man for the not breaking up of* their Meetings, or not putting 
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feſt now, becauſe the Aftislefc to the Executorof it, withour 


any penalty : Which AQ had ic been in the dayes of the Apo- 
les, would have taken hold upon Chriſt and his Apoſtles, for 
he had Twelve that ofcen met tagether ;..and by chis he mighe 
have but three, for if there were frye, it had been in the trand- 
greſſion; who alſo had ſeventy Diſciphesgmare, ' Now [| ſay, if 


it had been in the days of Chriſt, it would haveraken hold of _ 


him and his Diſciples, Would Chriſt (and his Diſciples) che 
Wiſdom of God, do you think, have obeyed this Att, and noc 
met with his Diſcipleg? Or if che Jews ſhould have mage 
Lawy to limit hjm bur to four , -do you think that Chriſt the 
Wiſdom of Ggg would have obeyeditr, or his Diſciples ? And 
alſo Chriſt faid to his Difciples, that they ſhould wair together 
at Jeruſalem, and not depart; and they did meet together, and 
youknow that their meetings were different from thefews and 
Heathen ; and they were to wait together at Jeruſalem until 
they received Power from on high , before chey were" to goto 
gather the Churches : And thzg was according tothe Wifdom 
of God; Which if the Jews now had poken to them that they 
ſhould'not.meect, do yourthink the Dit ; would have obey - 
ed them, or the command of Ch 2. And when the Apoſtles 
had gathered Churches out of the Jews and the Gertiles, and 
ſerled them, to whom they wroce their Epiſtles , and builded 
one another in the holy Faith , and not.co forſake the aſ« 
fembling of chem(etves together For if we fin wilfylly afcer 
we have'received theknowledge of 'therrinh ; then conſider 
what is to be looked for: -f' 96 riow' mark 'Tif che Jews or the 
Heathen, out of whom the Hevrews, the Galatians, the Coloſſians, 
che Zbeſſalomier indrhs Certech inc tea gathticd into ſeveral 
' Churches ; i6:the Heathen caad Jorhad aide Laws againſt 
them; thec they ſhould net meeriavi v, do yourhink 
a would have sbeyeditaFheroforec of thefe things, 
and doi you would bt denac by{:thax isthe Law and the Pexo- 
phers:- Soren many ſufferinche ten 4907706200 ny meec. 
10g cofethen;incheriwenboar 6y2, years, before there was a 
Pay; And aback not manyfutfeced for: mecting together;by 
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.the Papiſs fitrce-3' 88 look through the Book of Martyrs , how | 


they ſuffered by the Papyfs, and called them Conventicles 3 and 
al(o.inrheciment theMartyrs ſufferings in the cen Perſecuti- 
ons,and fince the ten-Perſecutions; did they not make Laws 
hey ſhould nocrimeet ? , And did they not call them Compran« 


- vles2 And yer did:che y' not nicer in:Barus or Houſes, Woods 


and Fields? as you may read it the Book of Martyrs? Was - 
cheſe Martyrs diſobedientinthe ten Perſecucions, and finte 
£o tlie Papiſts, in which ſo many thouſands: ſuffered for meet- 
ing cogether, for not paying.Tythes,and-for nor fwearing,and 
not yeildingto their principles: and praftice: that perfecured 
them: Wasit evil in chem chat perſeciitedithem? And is' it 
good now in you that make-us to. ſuffer)fqr rhe fame things? 
So are the Martyrs, and Perfecutors;and you one, or the Mat-" 
4yrs and we one, who-have ſufferedall.along?::Whecker rhey 
.have not:thenatureof the Heathen: that make (co ſuffer , and 
not the nature of che Apoſtles? Likewiſe, have not manyfuf. 
fered here, as we now, for meeting together, and not ſwear- 
ing, now in theſe dayes? As conſider, in Oltyer's dayesabove 
three thouſand ſuffered 1mpriſonment , and ſome to death, 
who ſuffered for not (wearing, and for Conſcience-ſake,as mas 
uy of the Martyrsan the time of the ten Perſecutions&id, and 
by che Papifts, and as we do now, p33 62 BNET 21's; 7 
Therefore confidertheſethings, for it is Chriſt Command 
that we do obey; and the Apoſtles Do&rinegwhichiſaith, Swear 
zet at all : Configer now, Would nor they in che'ten Perſecu» 
cions, and the Paprfs,, have puniſh*d Chriſt for preaching'this 
rine, and made him-to ſuffer, {aswedo nowthat ownit) 
which ſaith, Swear not at all, but let your. yea be yea; ant your 
nay, nay, &c. andthe Apoſtles for holding it forth for we-do 
not theſe things in concemprt:or rebelomro any'mar;,foronr 
loveand tenderneſs is, that all Magiſtrates and People would 
livein God's fear, and receive his Wiſdom, by which alt things 
were made and created, that by chat.rhey might be ordered 
to God'sglory, and order that which God hath given them 
under their hands, to-his honor, -that ro God they may be a 
bleſſing in-cheir generation, © one ye 
. AnG canfider, Daxie/ and the three children met, and difo+ 
beyed the King's command; afid + 2k -#ho'would not 
2 bow 
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- bow. difobeyedtheKings Codd ity and the Midwives'difo- - | 
© ; beyedPharoah's :command for. not-putting che Children ito 
 - -* -death;. And the Woman who had ſeven: ſons'which ſiffered 
"I . by the Kings Law;becauſe they would not eat Swines fleſh, and 
"y . one:of herſons Tpake co: his-Mother, © 1 will vor: obey the Kings 
- tommand, 1 will obey the Law of : Moſes, which our fore fathers obeyed, 
= And Damel diſobeyed Darin his command, which was, that \ | 
FE .- -Damelſhoyld nor pray; and he prayed, and did notobey his 
* .command. And the Apoftles difobeyed -the High Priefts and * 
'GCounſtls command,when they charged them thac they ſhould 
Fpeak-no more:in that Name:-Yerin therthing that is:good, 
Juſt and righteous, the righteous always. have been, andare 


.ever ſubjc& roevery Ordinance of man' for the Lord's ſake, k 
$ . to ſuch as were forthe puniſhment of :evil-doers , and for the - | 
* Praiſe of themthar: do'well-, that they might live-a god! | 


;and peaceable life,;{ Mark] wu ary Zo ;\for /this cauſe 
, .they beth prayed and paid tribure, not chat they ſhould being 
. .theminto an ungodly life, and an unpeaceable life , but thar 
-they.ſhould puniſh'the evil-doers, that went into an ungodly 
= - lifeand unpeaceable; for:torhatend were the higher Powers 
PE = oxdained-overche ungodly, that went into:the ungodly and 
' unpeaceable lifes foritheungodly:are mwpeaceable;and this is | 
., for the praiſe of them thar dowell :. For 'the Law was made 
for tran{greflors,andnor forthe righteous, So they that bein 
the higherpower, are to diſtinguiſh,che precious from che vile; 
 fornorfloing. the Priopketioftercrped againſt chem. g/ and 
when they $wrned again clic righteaus, praccable and godly, 
then-jsthe'faying known; which che Scripeurecdpeaks of ,: What 
ſhall (cparate ws from the love of God? Shall Prinetpalities, or: Powers, 
#7 Thrones, or Daminions 7- Shewing, that there ane Pcincipalities 
and Powersthat would ſeparate; from the l0vg; of Goad-which | 
map bad in Chriſt-Jeſus; andichac is from a godly. andipeaceas, | 
bleJife/;: and othere-is -\:diſtin&ion , to: be Gubje&tto: irhat 
which-puniſheth theevil,andrhere'is a ſuffering by tharwhich 
- would ſeparate from the love of God: Now: thay which would / 
ſeparace,turas che Sword:backwards againſt the-vighteons,and 
perſecurors were alwayes blind, and could-never ſee;;; butiriun 
upon their friends inftcad-of their foes :; And, thezefarei theſe 
thingy conliderand diftinguiſh, God let Adam haxcdiberty in 
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theearch', into which 'he was driven when he diſobeyed: his 
command ; and God let Can haveliberty-in the earth, afcer 
he had killed his Brother about Religion 3 and God let. wild 


- Iſhmael have liberty in. the Wilderneſs, after he was put out of 


Abrahams Family, the Father of the faithful; and che Serpenc 
-he had his libetcy to feed upon the duſt of the earth. Now I 
ſay, confider who are they who would not, have Chrift the juſt 
to live-upon the earth; were not'they them thac Chriſt called 
Serpents;;the Tews, the great profeſſors ? It was not Gods mind 
thac people ſhould be pur our of che earth: God ler Adam and 
Eve have liberty in .the earth, after they had tranſgrefſed, 
though they were not to have liberty in the Garden. And Jþ- 
maecl, though he had nor liberty in Abrahams Family , yet be 
had liberty in the Wilderneſs: And Cai», though he had not 
liberty .in che preſence. of God,yer he had liberty cobe a wane 
derer inthe Land of Ned.. Therefore confider what mind chac 
is that would not let men haveliberty in the Parth, though he 
be not of your Aſſembly , yer he 'thould have liberty in the 
Earch, Therefore conſider whether that be the mind of God, 
or againſt.ir, yea or. nay, though the Juſt comes cverallthele 
things, andare redeemed from the earch, | 
And if we muſt not meec togeiher , how muſt we ſtirup one 
another, and Edifye one another, and provoke one another 
unto love and to good works, if we mult not meet together tg 
tk one to another, Conſider this with underitanding, 
 Theworldſaith, K:/5 the Book: ' The Book ſaith, Kiſs the Sor 
leſt he be.angry*: . And the San fairh, Swear n0t at all, but keep to 
yea and nay w all your communications ; for whatſoever # more than 
this, comes of evil, mos 7; | Px 
- [The World ſaith, Lay your -handon the Book, the; Book (aith, - 
HandjetheWord,and the Word ſaith, Handle not the traditions, ns 
ventions, nor the rudiments of the world; andy This is my belowe d Son, 


- bear ye him, ſaith God, who is the L:fe, andthe Truch ,: and the 


Lighc, and che:Way to God, who ſaith,” Swear nt at all, 
Therefore cumoer not the ground you Adulterexs,.cumrmber 
notthe earth your drunkards ,, .cumber nor the. ground you 
wearers, cumber not the ground:youproud.; vain perſons; 
cumber: not ;the-Earth- you, Earchworms ; 'cavetous pe Ns; | 
cumber not che/ground yowopprefiprs and, exators,and grin” 
Te : : gat ES; 
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Yers of the poor, camber not the ground”; chou- perſecutor of 
the children of the Moſt High; cumber not the ground yerich 
Glatrons; cumber ner theeart/t you idle priſons , that livein 
Ailrieſs of pleafures, and abundarice of idlene(s, as the falled | 
Or; fo as he lieth/ in the-mire and dire; ayd' 45s the tuil-fed. 
horſe, that muſt be breathed, with pleaſuresand ſports, and 
your games of all ſorts, and call ir recreation for your idle» 
neſs our of the ſerviceof theLord ; forcthou who art ſo full, 
thou needeft not work thy (elf down by pleaſures ,;nor go.£o 
pleaſures ro get theea ſtomach; if thou wilt wilt work ic down 
with Jabour, work and chaſtity keeps all ſmeec, andlabouring 


.* 


in the fear of the Lord, | 
" "Cain the firſt birth; a perſecutor 3 the firſt birth , a falſe wor- 
ſhipper; | and Caiz the firſt birch, that falſe worthipper, turn- 
ed, and tnrneth againft Abe/; and Cain the firſt: birth;, out of 
his fock cameup rhe falſe-worſhipper , who was the ſnvencer 
of Harps and Organs. Eee ne 
Nimrods ſtock, falſe Worſhippers, and out of Haw's ſtock he 
came, whoſe Spirir was not covered with truth,. but with that 
which was from thetruth ; and ſo that ſpirit which runs from 
the truth, is nor like Shem nor Faphet, and ſuch worthip not. 
God in the fpirir, | TELE it enkS, 
And they of the old World , that went from the Spiric of 
the Lord, and grieved his Spirir, they could not worſhip God 
11 the Spirit. POSE s RT's 4 | "FEE 
And the Phil:ftines grieved the Spirit of the Lord, and they 
were the perſecutors, and they turned againſt the juſt, 
And the Sodomites were the perſecutors of the Juft ; and 
the Sodomites wereſuch as lived in abundance of idleneſs and 
fulneſs; and thoſe that were idle and full, perſecuted the righ- 
rteous and the'juſt, and the true Worthippers , and they thar 
jd, #nd'do'fo, arethe falſe Worſhippers, ©. | 


-- And /Jmael and his ſtock, the firſt birth., who ſcoffed at the 
zuſt, and turneth againſt the juſt, a perſecutor; and ſo,areall 
6s 1 mennow,. | a off] f 


- © An@#®ſks che frft birth, the prophane perſon ;/a falſe Wor: 


"{ Mippeguperſecutoriof Jareh; as many Bſun'rmom, periceure 


themwhom Godloverh; who haretbefirt. birth :C beiugper- 
fecutors; prophane, falſe worſhippers{(whom TOI. 
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ficſd birth;: OPTIONS Ri SI 3 eutI 7.2 
- . © And Ha/atmwasa perſecutorof the July and Zalaem loveg 
the Wages of .unrighreoufneſs; and ſuch Balagwr are now the 
. Jovers of the Wages of unrighteonſueſs » and the perſecu- 
ors) © to CUES 35s TART. SD 2 
' And the Jews that profefied the Law, the Wards of God 
an&wuid live out of the life of the Law of God: fuch' did and 
do'perfecure the juft; and fuch profeflors were always, and now 
| are:perfecmors. oo of oo, bt 8] | 
| - And'alwayes ſuch as preached for hire, jand divined for mo= 
| ney; arid raughe for filchy lucre, and Cuch.Snepberds, Biſhops 
| and Prieſts that taught forthe Fleece apd rhe. Wool, and for 
| handfuls of Barley, and for pieces of bread, and were cove- 
| tous; ſuch were , and are perſecutors and falſe Worſhippers, 
| and perfecutors of the juſt, and the true Worſhippers of God 
in the Spiric; and they char did fo, grieved it. 
; And the Scribes, Phariſees and chief Prieſts, that had the 
Prophets and the Saints Words,and were notin the life of che 
Law and che Prophets, and Saints, and yer did profeſs their 
words, ſuch did ; andido perſecure che Juſt, them. chac be in 


the life of che Jaints, 


and Chriſt, and che Apoſtles, and ſes, and the Saints Words, 
' and beout of their life and ſpirit, are the falſe Worſhippers, 
and are the perſecutors of the Juſt, and thar is the end of all 


Saints dwell and walk in, who are the true Worſhippers of 
Godin the Spicit and Truth; and ſuch as are led by the Spirir 
of God, they are the ſorisof Gadz;and the falſe Worſhippers 
are ſuch as grievethe Spirit of GoJ, and yer wil ger the Saincs 
words, and the ſheeps cloathing, and nor live in their life, 
The firſt birth liveth in the Kingdom of the World, in ſtrife, 
a Perſecutor:The firſt birth is a Birth of ſtrife, & theſecond birth 
is heir of the Kingdom of the Lord, and the fruits of chis birch 
is love, &c. Therefore come out of the fic birth, to the fe- 


- 


cond; 


= 


Phariſees, Chief Prieſts, Babylon, were not theſe envious, wild, 


L the profeſſion without the life and the Spiric of God that the. 


- Cain, Ham Nimvdd, Iſhmatl, Eſau, Balaem, Sodemites, Philiſtins; | 


b 438 PLA 42 4% d tg 3 we ths =. . q 
ph 6. RE EI BASE >, POS ITT ” OE PIT IT; —_ «ed f DIE LEY + Or 0 rg IEEE * , 
3 A ET 4 © HS aEs3 4 Eat YR SY X , NESS as et ro i LOL 1's Wt ne” a4 þ Re EE IB 7 area - 
mt 5 OE 8 274 OE 5g NONE: Ss 8 F & : 4 ns - - Sa cet; TY BE os -& of SY 
” In Tr et hw * E4 2 6 ny 7 a” = - 4 
* Js - a. © - . "4 " - "+ ” 
" » q = p were, " 2 -T. C > . þ as _ 
; , 1 . n » os % 
. ” - d E : 
- - ;64 I he, . - 
£ F = y A "I 


And alſo, likewiſe all Chriſtians that do profeſs the Prophets 
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Cpl Birch, Was icnot, 'andis it notfche fieſtbirth 7 If-irbe -- 


: ob know your own EPA: and-come'out- of this Kindred: 
_ ; ; 23 25-316407 
E. - " Scoffers Seorners, Mockers Reproachers, Revibre:  Brawlers, Reeile." 
= .. #75, envio mth , Do youprofeſs God and Chiift?. Theſt beall 
H evil weeds, and cumbers God's ground, The Baby/omres were, fie: 
: are perſecutors of the Juſt, and thetrue Worſhippers of God; 


and the Babylomres build up, and throw down , who be outof 
the ftariding Power, Life and Spirit of: Gad?, which cheApo 

files and we areinz andſo arenot uponthe-Rock Sari Jeluss 
upon mack we are, thac AN” con nor, 
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